Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education

REGION VIII - EASTERN VISAYAS

May 12, 2026

REGIONAL MEMORANDUM
No. b g 3 ‘.s. 2026

REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES
IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL, DIVISION,
AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

To: Schools Division Superintendents
School Heads of Implementing Unit Secondary Schools
All Others Concerned

& Attached is Memorandum DM-OUOPS-2026-02-01202 dated May 4, 2026,
issued by the Office of the Undersecretary for Governance and Operations, DepEd
Central Office, titled “Reiteration on the Observance of Austerity Measures in the
Conduct of all Regional, Division, and School Activities.”

2. Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this Memorandum are
desired.

SﬁEUSTIANO T. JIMENEZ, JD, EdD, CESO III i
Regdional Director A C,\L I~
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REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL,
DIVISION, AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

1 message

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Operations <asec.ops@deped.gov.ph> Mon, May 4, 2026 at 3:43 PM
To: DEPED | ILOCOS REGION <region1@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED Il CAGAYAN VALLEY <region2@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED Ill CENTRAL LUZON
<region3@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED REGION IV-A CALABARZON <regionda@deped.gov.ph>, MIMAROPA REGION <mimaropa region@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED V BICOL
REGION <region5@deped.gov.ph>, DepEd VI Westemn Visayas <region6@deped.gov.ph>, DepEd Region VIl Central Visayas <region7@deped.gov.ph>, REGION VIII
EASTERN VISAYAS <region8@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED IX ZAMBOANGA PENINSULA <region9@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED X NORTHERN MINDANAO
<region10@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED X| DAVAO REGION <region11@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED Xl SOCCSKSARGEN <region12@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED REGION XIII
CARAGA <caraga@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED CORDILLERA ADMINISTRATIVE REGION <car@deped.gov.ph>, DEPED NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
<ncr@deped.gov.ph>

Dear Regional Directors,

In line with the Department’s commitment to prudent fiscal management and the efficient use of government resources, this Office
hereby reiterates the strict observance of austerity measures on the planning and conduct of all regional, division, and school activities.
This is consistent with the provisions of DepEd Order No. 61, s. 2004, DepEd Memorandum no. 018, s. 2026, and DepEd Memorandum
No. 022 s. 2026, which collectively emphasize the need to rationalize expenditures and ensure that public funds are utilized judiciously
and responsibly.

Accordingly, all field offices shall ensure that activities such as meetings, conferences, trainings, seminars, and similar undertakings are
carried out in a manner that apholds cost-efficiency without compromising their intended objectives. In particular, priority shall be
given to the use of existing DepEd facilities as venues for official functions. In instances where such facilities are unavailable or
unsuitable, the utilization of other government-owned or controlled facilities is highly encouraged as a viable and economical
alternative.

The engagement of private venues shall be resorted to only when absolutely necessary and must be supported by appropriate
justifieation, subject to existing government accounting, budgeting, and auditing rules and regulations. Moreover, all concerned offices
are strongly advised to limit expenditures related to venue ation, meals, and other incidental costs, and to explore
alternative modalities, including virtual or blended arrangements, ever feasible and appropriate.

All field offices are hereby directed to comply with these guidelines and to foster a culture of accountability, transparency, and fiscal
discipline in the discharge of their respective functions.

Immediate dissemination and strict compliance with this Memorandum are hereby directed.

Thank you very much. -
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Respcdfldiy, RECEIVED
L . Logo SECTION REGIONAL OFFICE NO. VI
-t{"r. N : 3 i
ki ) '& (?fﬁce of the Assistant Secretary for Operations DATE: . n.;"
! =1l Field Operations
It ea
. . Department of Education
%‘:‘-. . j asec.ops@dened gov.ph | (08) 8633-7242 TRACKING #: g
e 5™ Fioor, Room M-503 Mabini Building (l:hp Am
DepEd Complex, Meraico Avenue, Pasig Cily, Philippines SIGNATURE:
= [ J
This communication may contain confidsntial or mvmgad ion and s intended solely for the individual or enlity lo whom il is originally addressed. Any disclosure, copyang, disseminafion, or any sction taken in relianca on # by alhers, nfher than the infended
reciplant, is siriclly prohibifed. The apinions, conciusi In this = ae those of the sender and may not necessarily refiect the views of the Depariment of Educalion,

Save trees. Think before you print.

,_] REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL, DIVISION, AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES.pdf
547K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=5d8da3fbcedview=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f: 18642429504 21743369&simpl=msg-f:186424295042174 3369 7

| —— o‘am




T i )
" -?.u;ss
’ '“'cu..o"’ )

Republika ng Pilipinas

Department of Education
OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR GOVERNANCE AND OPERATIONS

MEMORANDUM
DM-QUOPS-2026-L)- DO

TO : ALL REGIONAL DIRECTORS
ALL SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
ALL SCHOOL HEADS
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED

e

FROM : MALCOLM S. GARMA _
Undersecretary for Governanee and Operations

JOCELYN DR ANDAYA

Regional Director, NCR

Concurrent Officer-in-Charge, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Governance and Operations

SUBJECT : REITERATION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF AUSTERITY
MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF ALL REGIONAL, DIVISION,
AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

DATE : May 04, 2026

In line with the Department’s commitment to prudent fiscal management and the
efficient use of government resources, this Office hereby reiterates the strict
observance of austerity measures in the planning and conduct of all regional,
division, and school activities. This is consistent with the provisions of DepEd Order
No. 61, s. 2004, DepEd Memorandum No. 018, s. 2026, and DepEd Memorandum No.
022, s. 2026, which collectively emphasize the need to rationalize expenditures and
ensure that public funds are utilized judiciously and responsibly.

Accordingly, all field offices shall ensure that activities such as mect'mgs conferences,
trainings, sernmars, and similar undertakmgs are carried out in a manner that
upholds go without compromising their intended objectives, In particular,
priority s all be given to the use of existing DepEd facilities. as ven ﬂgs

ibel 'ns In instances where such facilities are unavailable or unsultabl e
utilizatic 1 of other gover -owned or controlled facilities is highly encouragedgg,
a v:alg_: and economical gl;e?ahve

The engagement of private venues shall be resorted to only when absolutely necessary
and must be supported by appropriate justification, subject to existing govemment
accounting, budgeting, and auditing rules and reguiatiéns. Moreover, all concerned
offices are strongly advised to limit expenditures related to venue rentali

22" floor, Techzone Building, 213 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., San Antonio Village, Makati, Metro Manila, 1203

D'vED v Telephone Nos.: (02) 8633-5313; (02) 8631-8492

o Doc. Ref. Code | DM-ENDORSE | Rev | 01

IRRApTTY Email : guops@deped.gov.ph 4 i .BOV. w'—{——l—j
mail Address: o ov.ph | Website: www.deped.gov.ph 032323 | Page|ioi2




accommodation, meals, and other incidental costs, and to explore alternative
modalities, including virtual or blended arrangements, whenever feasible and
appropriate.

All field offices are hereby directed to comply with these guidelines and to foster a
culture of accountability, transparency, and fiscal discipline in the discharge of their
respective functions.

Immediate dissemination and strict compliance with this Memorandum are hereby
directed.

Copy furnished:
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Department of Education
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